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Paul Esmérian's diary begins with his arrival in the Philippines from French Indochina in the summer of
1941 and sets the scene with an absorbing portrait of pre-war Manila. Just months later, in December, came
the surprise Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, quickly followed by the invasion of the Philippines. Esmérian
is an eloquent witness to the fall of Manila and its subsequent occupation. As early as January 1942, the
Japanese set up an internment camp for allied civilians - men, women and children - on the site of the
University of Santo Tomás in northern Manila. It came to hold nearly four thousand internees - mostly
American, but also British, Empire and allied European. Because France was no longer officially at war with
Japan's Axis partner Germany, French residents of Manila were not immediately interned, and for a year and
a half Esmérian was able to live outside the Camp. He has left an engrossing account of life in the harsh
setting of occupied Manila during this period. Eventually, however, in June 1943, as a Gaullist he was forced
into Santo Tomás. Over the next eighteen months he continued to keep a diary which forms a precious record
of life in the Camp. He charts the changes in conditions as the Japanese grip tightened, culminating in the
internees' dramatic liberation in February 1945 by a flying column of the US 1st Cavalry Division. Published
in France in 1980, Paul Esmérian's gripping diary can now be enjoyed by a wider audience in this fine
translation by Robert Colquhoun, himself an internee in the same camp.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Young:

The book A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The War Diary of Paul Esmérian, Manila, Philippines,
1941-1945 can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So
why must we leave the great thing like a book A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The War Diary of Paul
Esmérian, Manila, Philippines, 1941-1945? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one
aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of these.
Book A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The War Diary of Paul Esmérian, Manila, Philippines, 1941-
1945 has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous
world by start and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Martha Howell:

This A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The War Diary of Paul Esmérian, Manila, Philippines, 1941-
1945 book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive
by reading this book is usually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which
is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This particular A Free Frenchman under the
Japanese: The War Diary of Paul Esmérian, Manila, Philippines, 1941-1945 without we recognize teach the
one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry A Free
Frenchman under the Japanese: The War Diary of Paul Esmérian, Manila, Philippines, 1941-1945 can bring
if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your
lovely laptop even phone. This A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The War Diary of Paul Esmérian,
Manila, Philippines, 1941-1945 having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Tony Partee:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The War
Diary of Paul Esmérian, Manila, Philippines, 1941-1945 as your daily resource information.

Sandra Wright:

The reason why? Because this A Free Frenchman under the Japanese: The War Diary of Paul Esmérian,
Manila, Philippines, 1941-1945 is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap



the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or
you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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