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Fugitive dlaves were reported in the American colonies as early as the 1640s, and escapes escal ated with the
growth of slavery over the next two hundred years. As the number of fugitives rose, the Southern states
pressed for harsher legidation that they thought would prevent escapes. The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850
criminalized any assistance, active or passive, to arunaway slave--yet it only encouraged the behavior it
sought to prevent. Friends of the fugitive, whose previous assistance to runaways had been somewhat
haphazard, increased their efforts at organization. By the onset of the Civil War in 1861, the Underground
Railroad included members, defined stops, set escape routes and a code language.

From the abolitionist movement to the Zionville Baptist Missionary Church, this encyclopedia focuses on the
people, ideas, events and places associated with the interrelated histories of fugitive slaves, the African
American struggle for equality and the American antislavery movement. Information is drawn from primary
sources such as public records, document collections, slave autobiographies and antebellum newspapers.
Entries contain pointersto related entries and suggestions for further research. Appendicesinclude
information such as a geographical listing of selected friends of the fugitive, noted Underground Railroad
sites administered by the National Parks Service, a bibliography of slave autobiographies and selected
Underground Railroad songs. A chronology of slavery and the Underground Railroad is also included.
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From reader reviews:
Eva Stanfield:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a
whileisreading. Sure, by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand
than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific Encyclopedia
of the Underground Railroad book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than

just a book.

Christine Willis:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic asin
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad why
because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. Theinside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick
up this book.

Jerrod Spicher:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get alots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, ssimply
because book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for afiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Rebecca Beal:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose the book Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad to make
your reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading talent is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and
examining especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside
that the book Encyclopedia of the Underground Railroad can to be your friend when you're really feel alone
and confuse in what must you're doing of the time.
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