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Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the Sword David K. Shipler
A provocative, timely assessment of the state of free speech in America

With his best seller The Working Poor, Pulitzer Prize winner and former New York Times veteran David K.
Shipler cemented his place among our most trenchant social commentators. Now he turns his incisive
reporting to a critical American ideal: freedom of speech. Anchored in personal stories—sometimes
shocking, sometimes absurd, sometimes dishearteningly familiar—Shipler’s investigations of the cultural
limits on both expression and the willingness to listen build to expose troubling instabilities in the very
foundations of our democracy.

Focusing on recent free speech controversies across the nation, Shipler maps a rapidly shifting topography of
political and cultural norms: parents in Michigan rallying to teachers vilified for their reading lists;
conservative ministers risking their churches’ tax-exempt status to preach politics from the pulpit; national
security reporters using techniques more common in dictatorships to avoid leak prosecution; a Washington,
D.C., Jewish theater’s struggle for creative control in the face of protests targeting productions critical of
Israel; history teachers in Texas quietly bypassing a reactionary curriculum to give students access to
unapproved perspectives; the mixed blessings of the Internet as a forum for dialogue about race.

These and other stories coalesce to reveal the systemic patterns of both suppression and opportunity that are
making today a transitional moment for the future of one of our founding principles. Measured yet sweeping,
Freedom of Speech brilliantly reveals the triumphs and challenges of defining and protecting the boundaries
of free expression in modern America.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Eden Davis:

Often the book Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the Sword will bring that you the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this
book very ideal to you. The book Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the Sword is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

George Sanders:

The book Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the Sword has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles author
makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after reading this book.

Leslie Martin:

Beside this Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the Sword in your phone, it can give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh
through the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing
to have Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the Sword because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in addition to read it from at
this point!

Lashunda McCloud:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the Sword as
well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
would like to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Freedom of Speech: Mightier Than the Sword to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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