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The infamous murder in October 1998 of atwenty-one-year-old gay University of Wyoming student ignited
amediafrenzy. The crime resonated deeply with America's bitter history of violence against minorities, and
something about Matt Shepard himself struck a chord with people across the nation. Although the details of
the tragedy are familiar to most people, the complex and ever-shifting context of the killing is not. Losing
Matt Shepard explores why the murder still haunts us?and why it should.

Beth Loffredais uniquely qualified to write this account. As a professor new to the state and a straight
faculty advisor to the campus Lesbian Gay Bisexua Transgender Association, sheis both an insider and
outsider to the events. She draws upon her own penetrating observations as well as dozens of interviews with
students, townspeople, police officers, journalists, state politicians, activists, and gay and leshian residents to
make visible the knot of forces tied together by the fate of this young man.

This book shows how the palitics of sexuality?perhaps now the most divisive issue in Americas culture
wars?unfolds in aremote and sparsely populated area of the country. Loffreda brilliantly captures daily life
since October 1998 in Laramie, Wyoming?a community in arural, poor, conservative, and breathtakingly
beautiful state without a single gay bar or bookstore. Rather than focus only on Matt Shepard, she presents a
full range of characters, including a panoply of locals (both gay and straight), the national gay activists who
quickly descended on Laramie, the indefatigable homicide investigators, the often unreflective journalists of
the national media, and even a cameo appearance by Peter, Paul, and Mary.

L offreda courses through awide ambit of events: from the attempts by students and townspeople to rise
above the anti-gay theatrics of defrocked minister Fred Phelps to the spontaneous, grassroots support for
Matt at the university's homecoming parade, from the emotionally charged town council discussions about
bias crimes legislation to the tireless efforts of the investigators to trace that grim night'strail of evidence.
Charting these and many other events, Losing Matt Shepard not only recounts the typical responsesto Matt's
death but aso the surprising stories of those whose lives were transformed but ignored in the media frenzy.
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From reader reviews:
Pear| McL ean:

The book Losing Matt Shepard can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like abook Losing Matt Shepard? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that,
you could give for each other; you could share al of these. Book Losing Matt Shepard has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by open up and
read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Denise Church:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get alot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in thisworld can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But aso they write about
the knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of themisthis
Losing Matt Shepard.

Belinda Bedard:

This Losing Matt Shepard is great book for you because the content which is full of information for you who
also always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details
accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentencesinside. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Losing Matt Shepard in your hand like
obtaining the world in your arm, factsin it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that
offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Ruth Vigue:

Beside this specific Losing Matt Shepard in your phone, it could give you away to get closer to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh from your
oven so don't be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Losing Matt Shepard because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you
don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have thisinside
your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to missit? Find this book and read it from right now!
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