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Beginning with a discussion of familiar images of the French Revolution, garnered from Dickens, Baroness
Orczy, and Tolstoy, as well as the legends of let them eat cake, and tricolours, Doyle leads the reader to the
realization that we are still living with developments and consequences of the French Revolution such as
decimalization, and the whole ideology of human rights. Continuing with a brief survey of the old regime
and how it collapsed, Doyle continues to
ellucidate how the revolution happened: why did the revolutionaries quarrel with the king, the church and the
rest of Europe, why this produced Terror, and finally how it accomplished rule by a general. The revolution
destroyed the age-old cultural, institutional and social structures in France and
beyond. This book looks at how the ancien regime became ancien as well as examining cases in which
achievement failed to match ambition. Doyle explores the legacy of the revolution in the form of rationality
in public affairs and responsible government, and finishes his examination of the revolution with a
discussion as to why it has been so controversial.
ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hollinger:

The knowledge that you get from The French Revolution: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions) may be the more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The French Revolution:
A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author
of this e-book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of The French Revolution: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) instantly.

Louis Trent:

This book untitled The French Revolution: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) to be one
of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

David McCabe:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this The French Revolution: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt The French Revolution: A
Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) as good book not just by the cover but also by the
content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Amanda Bernard:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel,
comics, and soon. The The French Revolution: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.
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