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On March 11, 2011, Japan was struck by the shockwaves of a 9.0 magnitude undersea earthquake originating
less than 50 miles off its eastern coastline. The most powerful earthquake to have hit Japan in recorded
history, it produced a devastating tsunami with waves reaching heights of over 130 feet that in turn caused an
unprecedented multireactor meltdown at Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. This triple catastrophe
claimed almost 20,000 lives, destroyed whole towns, and will ultimately cost hundreds of billions of dollars
for reconstruction.

In 3.11, Richard Samuels offers the first broad scholarly assessment of the disaster's impact on Japan's
government and society. The events of March 2011 occurred after two decades of social and economic
malaise-as well as considerable political and administrative dysfunction at both the national and local levels-
and resulted in national soul-searching. Political reformers saw in the tragedy cause for hope: an opportunity
for Japan to remake itself. Samuels explores Japan's post-earthquake actions in three key sectors: national
security, energy policy, and local governance. For some reformers, 3.11 was a warning for Japan to overhaul
its priorities and political processes. For others, it was a once-in-a-millennium event; they cautioned that
while national policy could be improved, dramatic changes would be counterproductive. Still others declared
that the catastrophe demonstrated the need to return to an idealized past and rebuild what has been lost to
modernity and globalization.

Samuels chronicles the battles among these perspectives and analyzes various attempts to mobilize popular
support by political entrepreneurs who repeatedly invoked three powerfully affective themes: leadership,
community, and vulnerability. Assessing reformers' successes and failures as they used the catastrophe to
push their particular agendas-and by examining the earthquake and its aftermath alongside prior disasters in
Japan, China, and the United States-Samuels outlines Japan's rhetoric of crisis and shows how it has come to
define post-3.11 politics and public policy.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Munguia:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled 3.11: Disaster and Change in Japan. Try to the actual
book 3.11: Disaster and Change in Japan as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when
you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your
case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me
make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

John Harrison:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write with their book. One of them is
this 3.11: Disaster and Change in Japan.

Jimmy Hostetter:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be go through.
3.11: Disaster and Change in Japan can be your answer because it can be read by you who have those short
extra time problems.

Kyle Smallwood:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's spirit or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to
at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important,
boring and can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this 3.11: Disaster and Change in Japan can make you truly feel more interested
to read.
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