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It was a technological crisis in an alien realm: a blown-out oil well in mile-deep water in the Gulf of Mexico.
For the engineers who had to kill the well, this was like Apollo 13, a crisis no one saw coming, and one of
untold danger and challenge.

A suspense story, a mystery, a technological thriller: This is Joel Achenbach’s groundbreaking account of the
Deepwater Horizon disaster and what came after. The tragic explosion on the huge drilling rig in April 2010
killed eleven men and triggered an environmental disaster. As a gusher of crude surged into the Gulf’s
waters, BP engineers and government scientists—awkwardly teamed in Houston—raced to devise ways to
plug the Macondo well.

Achenbach, a veteran reporter for The Washington Post and acclaimed science writer for National
Geographic, moves beyond the blame game to tell the gripping story of what it was like, behind the scenes,
moment by moment, in the struggle to kill Macondo. Here are the controversies, the miscalculations, the
frustrations, and ultimately the technical triumphs of men and women who worked out of sight and around
the clock for months to find a way to plug the well.

The Deepwater Horizon disaster was an environmental 9/11. The government did not have the means to
solve the problem; only the private sector had the tools, and it didn’t have the right ones as the country
became haunted by Macondo’s black plume, which was omnipresent on TV and the Internet. Remotely
operated vehicles, the spaceships of the deep, had to perform the challenging technical ma-neuvers on the
seafloor. Engineers choreographed this robotic ballet and crammed years of innovation into a single summer.
As he describes the drama in Houston, Achenbach probes the government investigation into what went
wrong in the deep sea. This was a confounding mystery, an engineering whodunit. The lessons of this
tragedy can be applied broadly to all complex enterprises and should make us look more closely at the highly
engineered society that surrounds us.

Achenbach has written a cautionary tale that doubles as a technological thriller.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Powell:

This book untitled A Hole at the Bottom of the Sea: The Race to Kill the BP Oil Gusher to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, here is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book
in your Smartphone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Raymond Nelson:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every
day to reading a guide. The book A Hole at the Bottom of the Sea: The Race to Kill the BP Oil Gusher it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book.
You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this
book provides high quality.

Robert Higby:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be A Hole at the Bottom of the Sea: The Race to Kill the BP
Oil Gusher why because the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Tara Payton:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
for you is A Hole at the Bottom of the Sea: The Race to Kill the BP Oil Gusher this publication consist a lot
of the information with the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some study when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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