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The story of Foster Beck, the author’s late father, whose defense of a black man accused of rape in
1930s Alabama foreshadowed the trial at the heart of To Kill a Mockingbird.

As a child, Joseph Beck heard the stories?when other lawyers came up with excuses, his father courageously
defended a black man charged with raping a white woman.

Now a lawyer himself, Beck reconstructs his father's role in State of Alabama vs. Charles White, Alias, a trial
that was much publicized when Harper Lee was twelve years old.

On the day of Foster Beck’s client’s arrest, the leading local newspaper reported, under a page-one headline,
that "a wandering negro fortune teller giving the name Charles White" had "volunteered a detailed
confession of the attack" of a local white girl. However, Foster Beck concluded that the confession was
coerced. The same article claimed that "the negro accomplished his dastardly purpose," but as in To Kill a
Mockingbird, there was evidence at the trial to the contrary. Throughout the proceedings, the defendant had
to be escorted from the courthouse to a distant prison “for safekeeping,” and the courthouse itself was
surrounded by a detachment of sixteen Alabama highway patrolmen.

The saga captivated the community with its dramatic testimonies and emotional outcome. It would take an
immense toll on those involved, including Foster Beck, who worried that his reputation had cast a shadow
over his lively, intelligent, and supportive fiancé, Bertha, who had her own social battles to fight.

This riveting memoir, steeped in time and place, seeks to understand how race relations, class, and the
memory of southern defeat in the Civil War produced such a haunting distortion of justice, and how it may
figure into our literary imagination.

5 illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Jason Silva:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question since just their
can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this My Father and Atticus Finch: A Lawyer's Fight for
Justice in 1930s Alabama to read.

Anne Hernandez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the guide untitled My Father and Atticus Finch: A Lawyer's Fight for Justice in 1930s
Alabama can be very good book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Timothy Bullock:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled My
Father and Atticus Finch: A Lawyer's Fight for Justice in 1930s Alabama your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then become one application form
conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The My Father and Atticus Finch: A Lawyer's
Fight for Justice in 1930s Alabama giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts
but also giving you useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a
game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Edwina Hinkle:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
My Father and Atticus Finch: A Lawyer's Fight for Justice in 1930s Alabama provide you with new



experience in looking at a book.
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