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What does one contested account of an enslaved woman tell us about our difficult racial past? Part history,
part anthropology, and part detective story, The Accidental Saveowner traces, from the 1850s to the present
day, how different groups of people have struggled with one powerful story about slavery.

For over a century and a half, residents of Oxford, Georgia (“the birthplace of Emory University”), have told
and retold stories of the enslaved woman known as “Kitty” and her owner, Methodist bishop James Osgood
Andrew, first president of Emory’s board of trustees. Bishop Andrew’s ownership of Miss Kitty and other
enslaved persons triggered the 1844 great national schism of the Methodist Episcopal Church, presaging the
Civil War. For many local whites, Bishop Andrew was only “accidentally” a slaveholder, and when offered
her freedom, Kitty willingly remained in slavery out of loyalty to her master. Local African Americans, in
contrast, tend to insist that Miss Kitty was the Bishop’s coerced lover and that she was denied her basic
freedoms throughout her life.

Mark Auslander approaches these opposing narratives as “myths,” not as falsehoods but as deeply
meaningful and resonant accounts that illuminate profound enigmas in American history and culture. After
considering the multiple, powerful ways that the Andrew-Kitty myths have shaped perceptions of racein
Oxford, at Emory, and among southern Methodists, Auslander sets out to uncover the “real” story of Kitty
and her family. His years-long feat of collaborative detective work resultsin a series of discoveries and helps
open up important arenas for reconciliation, restorative justice, and socia healing.
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From reader reviews:
Micheal Taylor:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Accidental Slaveowner. Y ou can choose the best book
if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how isimportant the book The Accidental Slaveowner.
Y ou can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open abook or even
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's study.

Jim May:

Often the book The Accidental Slaveowner will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very
appropriate to you. The book The Accidental Slaveowner is much recommended to you to learn. Y ou can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Don Numbers:

The Accidental Slaveowner can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but neverthel ess delivering the information. The writer giving his’her effort to
put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Accidental Slaveowner although doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand-new stage of crucia considering.

David Gonzales:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading abook. They are directly felt thiswhen
they get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book The Accidental Slaveowner to make
your own reading isinteresting. Y our personal skill of reading expertise is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and
reading through especially. It isto be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside
that the guide The Accidental Slaveowner can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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