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The Silverado Squatters (1883) is Robert Louis Stevenson's travel memoir of his two-month honeymoon trip
with Fanny Vandegrift (and her son L1oyd Osbourne) to Napa Valley, California, in 1880.In July 1879,
Stevenson received word that his future American wife's divorce was amost complete, but that she was
serioudly ill. He left Scotland right away and travelled to meet her in Monterey, California, (histrip detailed
in The Amateur Emigrant (1894) and Across the Plains (1892)). Broken financially, suffering from alifelong
fibrinous bronchitis condition, and with hiswriting career at a dead end, he was nursed back to health by his
doctor, his nurse, and his future wife, while living briefly in Monterey, San Francisco, and Oakland. His
father having provided money to help, on May 19, 1880, he married the San Francisco native, whom he had
first met in Francein 1875, soon after the events of An Inland Voyage. Still too weak to undertake the
journey back to Scotland, friends suggested Calistoga, in the upper Napa Valley, with its healthy mountain
air.They first went to the Hot Springs Hotel in Calistoga, but unable to afford the 10 dollars aweek, they
spent an unconventional honeymoon in an abandoned three-story bunkhouse at a derelict mining camp called
"Silverado" on the shoulder of Mount Saint Helenain the Mayacamas Mountains. There they managed to
"squat" for two months during a pleasant California summer, putting up makeshift cloth windows and
hauling water in by hand from a nearby stream while dodging rattlesnakes and the occasional fog banks so
detrimental to Stevenson's health.The Silverado Squatters provides some interesting views of California
during the late 19th century. Stevenson uses the first telephone of hislife. He meets a number of wine
growersin Napa Valley, an enterprise he deemed "experimental”, with growers sometimes even mislabelling
the bottles as originating from Spain in order to sell their product to sceptical Americans. He visits the oldest
wine grower in the valley, Jacob Schram, who had been experimenting for 18 years at his Schramsberg
Winery, and had recently expanded the wine cellar in his backyard. Stevenson also visits a petrified forest
owned by an old Swedish ex-sailor who had stumbled upon it while clearing farmland—the precise nature of
the petrified forest remained for everyone a source of curiosity. Stevenson also details his encounters with a
local Jewish merchant, whom he compares to a character in a Charles Dickens novel (probably Fagin from
Oliver Twist), and portrays as happy-go-lucky but always scheming to earn adollar. Like Dickensin
American Notes (1842), Stevenson found the American habit of spitting on the floor hard to get used to. His
experiences at Silverado were recorded in ajournal he called "Silverado Sketches', parts of which he
incorporated into Silverado Squattersin 1883 while living in Bournemouth, England (font Wikipedia).
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From reader reviews:
AnitaWinn:

What do you think of book? It isjust for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would like
do that. Y ou must know how great as well asimportant the book The Silverado Squatters. All type of book
would you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.

ClarenceFrey:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the erathat is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Silverado Squattersis our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need
inthisera

Amber Tyson:

Do you one among people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This The Silverado Squatters book is readable by you who hate those
straight word style. Y ou will find the details here are arrange for enjoyabl e reading experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer regarding The Silverado
Squatters content conveys the thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the information but it just different such asit. So, do you continue to thinking The Silverado
Squattersis not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

David Reed:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new
facts. When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this The Silverado Squatters, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.
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