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Compiled by a leading scholar of Chinese poetry, Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown is the first collection
of Chan (Zen) poems to be situated within Chan thought and practice. Combined with exquisite paintings by
Charles Chu, the anthology compellingly captures the ideological and literary nuances of works that were
composed, paradoxically, to "say more by saying less," and creates an unparalleled experience for readers of
all backgrounds.

Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown includes verse composed by monk-poets of the eighth to the
seventeenth centuries. Their style ranges from the direct vernacular to the evocative and imagistic. Egan's
faithful and elegant translations of poems by Han Shan, Guanxiu, and Qiji, among many others, do justice to
their perceptions and insights, and his detailed notes and analyses unravel centuries of Chan metaphor and
allusion. In these gems, monk-poets join mainstream ideas on poetic function to religious reflection and
proselytizing, carving out a distinct genre that came to influence generations of poets, critics, and writers.

The simplicity of Chan poetry belies its complex ideology and sophisticated language, elements Egan vividly
explicates in his religious and literary critique. His interpretive strategies enable a richer understanding of
Mahayana Buddhism, Chan philosophy, and the principles of Chinese poetry.
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Mendoza:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Clouds
Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian Classics)?
Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Diana Ham:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Clouds Thick, Whereabouts
Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations from the Asian Classics) is kind of reserve which is
giving the reader erratic experience.

John Guenther:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen
Monks of China (Translations from the Asian Classics) was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As
we know that book Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China (Translations
from the Asian Classics) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are
generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you
and try to like reading which.

Billy Golden:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library or even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
heart or real their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Clouds Thick, Whereabouts Unknown: Poems by Zen Monks of China
(Translations from the Asian Classics) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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