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Stand-Up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America is the first study of stand-up comedy as a form of art.
John Limon appreciates and analyzes the specific practice of stand-up itself, moving beyond theories of the
joke, of the comic, and of comedy in general to read stand-up through the lens of literary and cultural theory.
Limon argues that stand-up is an artform best defined by its fascination with the abject, Julia Kristeva’s term
for those aspects of oneself that are obnoxious to one’s sense of identity but that are nevertheless—like
blood, feces, or urine—impossible to jettison once and for all. All of a comedian’s life, Limon asserts, is
abject in this sense.
Limon begins with stand-up comics in the 1950s and 1960s—Lenny Bruce, Carl Reiner, Mel Brooks, Mike
Nichols, Elaine May—when the norm of the profession was the Jewish, male, heterosexual comedian. He
then moves toward the present with analyses of David Letterman, Richard Pryor, Ellen DeGeneres, and
Paula Poundstone. Limon incorporates feminist, race, and queer theories to argue that the “comedification”
of America—stand-up comedy’s escape from its narrow origins—involves the repossession by black,
female, queer, and Protestant comedians of what was black, female, queer, yet suburbanizing in Jewish,
male, heterosexual comedy. Limon’s formal definition of stand-up as abject art thus hinges on his claim that
the great American comedians of the 1950s and 1960s located their comedy at the place (which would have
been conceived in 1960 as a location between New York City or Chicago and their suburbs) where body is
thrown off for the mind and materiality is thrown off for abstraction—at the place, that is, where American
abjection has always found its home.
As the first study of its kind, Stand-Up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America will appeal to a wide
audience including those interested in cultural studies, Jewish studies, gender and queer theory.
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From reader reviews:

Tony Caldwell:

Here thing why this Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New Americanists) are different
and dependable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content than it
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America
(New Americanists) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any publication out
there but there is no book that similar with Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New
Americanists). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing in which
happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in
park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New
Americanists) in e-book can be your substitute.

Clemencia Torres:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Stand-up
Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New Americanists) suitable to you? Often the book was
written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection
in America (New Americanists)is a single of several books which everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever
know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Andrew Spivey:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
every day to reading a book. The book Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New
Americanists) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people
were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to
cover but this book features high quality.

Carol Rosborough:

The book untitled Stand-up Comedy in Theory, or, Abjection in America (New Americanists) contain a lot
of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy approach. The language is very



straightforward all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was
published by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read
this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice examine.
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