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This Very Short Introduction offers a clear, accessible, and concise account of the apocryphal gospels -
exploring their origins, their discovery, and discussing how the various texts have been interpreted both by
the Church and beyond.

Looking at texts from the Gospels from Nag Hammadi to the Dialogues with the Risen Saviour, Paul Foster
shows how the apocryphal gospels reflect the diversity that existed within early Christianity, and examines
the extent to which they can be used to reconstruct an accurate portrait of the historical Jesus. Including
discussions of controversies and case-studies such as the alleged hoax surrounding the discovery of Secret
Mark, Foster concludes that the
non-canonical texts, considered in the correct context, offer us an important window on the vibrant and
multi-faceted face of early Christianity.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Woodruff:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write with their book. One of them is
this The Apocryphal Gospels: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Candy Dixon:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short space of time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time to be read.
The Apocryphal Gospels: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can be your answer given it
can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Christina Vallejo:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Apocryphal Gospels: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one
book you have matter that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The
Apocryphal Gospels: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions).

Coleen Isabel:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the The Apocryphal Gospels: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) when you needed
it?
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