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For centuries, arsenicÆs image as a poison has been inextricably tied to images of foul play. In King of
Poisons, John Parascandola examines the surprising history of this deadly element.
From Gustave Flaubert to Dorothy Sayers, arsenic has long held a place in the literary realm as an instrument
of murder and suicide. It was delightfully used as a source of comedy in the famous play Arsenic and Old
Lace. But as Parascandola shows, arsenic has had a number of surprising real-world applications. It was
frequently found in such common items as wallpaper, paint, cosmetics, and even candy, and its use in
medical treatments was widespread. American ambassador Clare Boothe Luce suffered from exposure to
arsenical paint in her study, and NapoleonÆs death has long been speculated to be the result of accidental or
intentional poisoning.
But arsenic poisoning is still a public menace. In the neighborhood surrounding American University in
Washington, D.C., the army has undertaken a massive cleanup of artillery shells and bottles containing
chemical warfare agents such as arsenical lewisite after a number of workmen and residents became ill.
Arsenic contamination of the water supply in Bangladesh and in West Bengal, India, is a major public health
problem today as well. From murder to crime fiction, from industrial toxin to chemical warfare, arsenic
remains a powerful force in modern life.
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From reader reviews:

Melanie Ratcliff:

The book King of Poisons can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just
why must we leave the great thing like a book King of Poisons? Some of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to
closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you
are able to share all of these. Book King of Poisons has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Bedard:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important for us. The book King of Poisons seemed to be making you to know
about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you.
The book King of Poisons is not only giving you considerably more new information but also for being your
friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship together with the book King of Poisons. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

Shane Hamilton:

This King of Poisons is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having small amount of digest in reading this King of Poisons can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them
feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this
one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book
variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Rebecca McGrew:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of several books in the
top record in your reading list is definitely King of Poisons. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Hillsides can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this book you can
get many advantages.
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