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A pitch-perfect account of how hip-hop culturedrew in the author and how hisfather drew him out
again-with love, per sever ance, and fifteen thousand books.

Into Williams's childhood home-a one-story ranch house-his father crammed more books than the local
library could hold. "Pappy" used some of these volumes to run an academic prep service; the rest he used in
his unending pursuit of wisdom. His son's pursuits were quite different-"money, hoes, and clothes." The
teenage Williams wore Medusa- faced V ersace sunglasses and a hefty gold medallion, dumbed down and
thugged up his speech, and did whatever else he could to fit into the intoxicating hip-hop culture that
surrounded him. Like all his friends, he knew exactly where he was the day Biggie Smalls died, he could
recite the lyrics to any Nas or Tupac song, and he kept hiswoman in line, with force if necessary.

But Pappy, who grew up in the segregated South and hid in closets so he could read Aesop and Plato, had a
different destiny in mind for his son. For years, Williams managed to juggle two disparate lifestyles-
"keeping it real" in his friends eyes and studying for the SATs under his father's strict tutelage. As college
approached and the stakes of the thug lifestyle escalated, the revolving door between Williams's street life
and home life threatened to spin out of control. Ultimately, Williams would have to decide between hip-hop
and his future. Would he choose "street dreams” or aradically different dream- the one Martin Luther King
spoke of or the one Pappy held out to him now?

Williamsisthefirst of his generation to measure the seductive power of hip-hop against its restrictive
worldview, which ultimately leaves those who live it powerless. Losing My Cool portrays the allure and the
danger of hip-hop culture like no book has before. Even more remarkably, Williams evokes the subtle
salvation that literature offers and recounts with breathtaking clarity a burgeoning bond between father and
son.
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From reader reviews:
Albert Parks:

The book Losing My Cool: How a Father's Love and 15,000 Books Beat Hip-hop Culture make one feel
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading through abook Losing My Cool: How a Father's Love and 15,000 Books Beat Hip-hop Culture to
become your habit, you can get alot more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open up and read a publication
Losing My Cool: How a Father's Love and 15,000 Books Beat Hip-hop Culture. Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Kenneth Poor:

The experience that you get from Losing My Cool: How a Father's Love and 15,000 Books Beat Hip-hop
Culture is the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside the words the more you get
enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Losing My Cool: How
aFather's Love and 15,000 Books Beat Hip-hop Culture giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article
writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because
the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase
well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having that Losing My Cool: How a Father's Love and 15,000 Books Beat Hip-hop
Culture instantly.

May Davidson:

Precisely why? Because this Losing My Cool: How a Father's Love and 15,000 Books Beat Hip-hop Culture
isan unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will zap you
with the secret thisinside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So, it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you alot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If | ended up you |
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Victor McDowell:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half portions of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Losing My Cool: How a Father's Love and 15,000
Books Beat Hip-hop Culture to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our current skill of reading
talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and



mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It isto befirst opinion for you to like to open
abook and read it. Beside that the reserve Losing My Cool: How a Father's Love and 15,000 Books Beat
Hip-hop Culture can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what
must you're doing of these time.
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