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The immensely popular and durable Pygmalion has long been familiar to readers and audiences as a unique
combination and reworking of two well-known stories, Ovid's telling of the Pygmalion myth and Charles
Perrault's "Cinderella." According to Berst, Shaw's heartily derivative play is well on its way to assuming a
"major place in the mythic tradition" alongside these two classics. As he accompanies the reader through
each of the play's five acts, Berst illumines not only Shaw's understanding of the mythic power of the
Pygmalion and Cinderella stories but also the striking departures he took from them. What results is new
insight into the theatrical skill that has made Shaw, in the eyes of many, the greatest English playwright after
Shakespeare. Just as "Perrault makes Cinderella's growth from a girl to a woman more important than the
hocus-pocus of her transformation, " Berst views the spiritual themes in Pygmalion, played out in Eliza's
evolution, as the richest, most enduring locus of Shaw's thematic intentions. In comparing the different
versions of the play - Shaw's original script, his later revisions, his script for the film version, and the My
Fair Lady script - Berst gives us an unprecedented and detailed overview of those intentions. Maddeningly,
Shaw saw his "romance" transformed by many directors into a simplistic love story coupling Higgins and
Eliza at the end. Berst's account of Shaw's exasperated efforts to thwart such stagings of Pygmalion - he
tried, often unsuccessfully, to forbid "any suggestion that the middle-aged bully and the girl of eighteen are
lovers" - is highly entertaining and bemusing.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

This Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) book is simply not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella
(Twayne's Masterwork Studies) without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's
Masterwork Studies) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and
Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Ella Straw:

The book untitled Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) contain a
lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by
famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. You can actually read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice
examine.

Edward Franco:

You can get this Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to
your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only through written or printed and also can you
enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone
and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your
publication. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.

Piedad Trainor:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From
the book Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies) we can take more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Only



choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this
book Pygmalion: Shaw's Spin on Myth and Cinderella (Twayne's Masterwork Studies). You can more
attractive than now.
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