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“Riveting . . . vibrant and unsparing.” —Publishers Weekly (starred and boxed review)

“Superb. . . . Startlingly original.” —Library Journal (starred review)

“Once I started reading these stories, I couldn’t stop. They absorbed me thoroughly, with their taut narratives
and evocative language—the language of a poet.” —JAY PARINI, author of Jesus: The Human Face of
God and The Last Station

“Sherwood Anderson would recognize this world of lonely, longing characters, whose surface lives Coffey
tenderly plumbs. These beautiful stories—spare, rich, wise and compelling—go to the heart.”
—FREDERIC TUTEN, author of Self Portraits: Fictions and Tintin in the New World

“Whether [Coffey is] writing about a sinning priest or a man who’s made a career out of branding or about
himself, we can smell Coffey’s protagonists and feel their breath on our cheek. Like Chekhov, he must be a
notebook writer; how else to explain the strange quirks and the perfect but unaccountable details that animate
these intimate portraits?” —EDMUND WHITE, author of Inside a Pearl and A Boy’s Own Story

Among these eight stories, a fan of writer (and fellow adoptee) Harold Brodkey gains an audience with him
at his life’s end, two pals take a Joycean sojourn, a man whose business is naming things meets a woman
who may not be what she seems, and a father discovers his son is a suspect in an assassination attempt on the
president. In each tale, Michael Coffey’s exquisite attention to character underlies the brutally honest
perspectives of his disenchanted fathers, damaged sons, and orphans left feeling perpetually disconnected.

Michael Coffey is the author of three books of poems and 27 Men Out, a book about baseball’s perfect
games. He also co-edited The Irish in America, a book about Irish immigration to America, which was a
companion volume to a PBS documentary series. He divides his time between Manhattan and Bolton
Landing, New York. The Business of Naming Things is his first work of fiction.
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From reader reviews:

Hallie Cathey:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The Business of Naming Things
to read.

Samuel Tapp:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want truly feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often
the The Business of Naming Things is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Lowell Oliver:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to test look for book, may be the guide untitled The Business of Naming Things can be very good book to
read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Johnnie Colby:

This The Business of Naming Things is new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge
more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The Business of
Naming Things can be the light food in your case because the information inside this specific book is easy to
get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the
e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book style for your
better life as well as knowledge.
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