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Thracian Magic: past & present is a phenomenal volume of work by the Bulgarian author Georgi Mishev,
which opens up the treasure trove of folklore and magical practices of the Balkan Peninsulainto the English
language for the first time. The author examines the magical practices of modern day Bulgaria and the
surrounding Balkan countries, tracing them to their roots in the ritual traditions of Thrace and the Mystery
Cults of the ancient world. Theritual practices of the Thracians survived through Christian and other
overlays for many centuries in Balkan communities through into modern Bulgaria, carried by successive
generations of practitioners. Evidence for the antiquity of these modern survivals can be found in numerous
ancient literary sources, including the Hittite ritual texts, the Greek Magical Papyri, the Orphic Argonautica,
the Derweni Papyrus, aswell asin the writings of Homer, Plato, Strabo and others. Further clues are found in
curse tablets and other archaeological finds. The transmission of the ancient mysteries through Orpheus,
Musaeus, Eumolpus, Zalmoxis, Rhesus, the Thracian Prophetess of Dionysos and the nymph Thrake are al
considered in turn, to help demonstrate the distinctive flavour found in the practices of the region. Likewise
the ways in which secret knowledge was preserved, as well as the roles of both the Healer and the Magician
in Bulgarian traditional culture shed additional light on the diversity and depth to be found in the research
presented in this volume. The importance and survival of the Great Goddess in the practices and beliefs of
the region is explored in the final chapter of the book, '‘Concepts Of The Goddess. Here the reader is
introduced to the roles of goddesses such as Hekate, Artemis and Bendis, as well as to the Mother of the Sun,
the Mountain Mother, the Virgin Mistress of Fire and the She-Wolf. Additionally, both the continued
existence and re-emergence of the Great Goddess in the form of Christian saints such as the Mother of God,
Fiery Marina, Petka and Nedelya are examined in turn, alongside the Samodivi forest spirits who combine
the characteristics of both nymphs and ancient goddesses. From divination to healing, initiation to fertility
spells, cursesto protection from the evil eye and other malefic influences, this book embraces and reveals the
scope of aliving tradition with its roots deep in the ancient world. Thracian Magic: past & present opens up
the field of study in aunique way, being both practical and accessible, whilst simultaneously maintaining its
scholarly integrity. ~ "One writes about magical practice most commonly either from the position of a
scholar or from the position of a practitioner. The book, which G. Mishev offers us, leads the reader into the
secrets of the magical with the dignity of a descendant and carrier of millennial traditions, preserved in the
South-eastern European area, and with the passion of an explorer, rushing towards the light of knowledge."
Prof. Dr. Sc. VaeriaFol ~
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From reader reviews:
Sally McGarvey:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Thracian Magic: Past & Present. Try to face the book Thracian Magic:
Past & Present as your friend. It meansthat it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Y eah, it isvery fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Ruby Harris:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Thracian Magic:
Past & Present suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book
untitled Thracian Magic: Past & Presentis asingle of several books which everyone read now. Thiskind of
book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the ssmple way, so al of
people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you agreat deal of information about
thisworld now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

Garry Brown:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Thracian Magic: Past & Present why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content will be fantastic as the outside or even cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.

Donald White:

Isit you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Thracian Magic: Past & Present can be the
respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your free time by reading
in this new erais common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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