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What if Christopher Marlowe staged his own death, fled to the Continent and went on to write the works we
now attribute to Shakespeare?

'About anyone so great as Shakespeare, it is probable that we can never be right; and if we can never be right,
it is better that we should from time to time change our way of being wrong.' T. S. Eliot

Mark Twain likened writing the biography of Shakespeare to reconstructing the skeleton of a brontosaurus –
using 'nine bones and six hundred barrels of plaster of Paris'. We work with a handful of facts and a pile of
conjecture. All biographies of Shakespeare, from the wayward to the academic, use the same few-score hard
facts kneaded together with legend, then leavened by a dash of zeitgeist and a large dollop of author's
imagination. Poems and plays are plundered for booty, even by those who profess scepticism as to the
inferences that can be drawn about the life from the work. Like statistics, quotations can be turned to very
different facts.

This book is not, of course, an attempt to prove that Christopher Marlowe staged his own death, fled to the
continent, and went on to write the work attributed to Shakespeare. It, however, playfully assumes that as its
starting point, and swings the old bones around, viewing them from a different angle to build a different
brontosaurus. It does so in a spirit of fun, and with the intention of a little saucy iconoclasm. Shakespeare's
works are unassailable, and will survive any amount of subversion, but by playing with our commonplace
history, Rodney Bolt argues that the quasi-religious idol the man has become is perhaps in need of the efforts
of a wicked woodworm.

Where other writers have looked at the evidence and deduced a story, Bolt has imagined a story, then
supported it with the same sparse evidence. At this distance, the difference between deduction and
speculation is paper thin. The point of the take is not only to question our view of history and the validity of
biography, but to show how people travelled, how cultures crossed, and how art gets made.
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From reader reviews:

Teddy Hathorn:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific History Play: The Lives
and After-life of Christopher Marlowe book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is
more than just a book.

Catrina Hall:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be read. History Play: The Lives and After-life of Christopher Marlowe can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

Kenneth Flowers:

Beside this kind of History Play: The Lives and After-life of Christopher Marlowe in your phone, it may give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you can
got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have History Play: The Lives and After-life of Christopher Marlowe because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh
come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also
read it from at this point!

Brenda Nunez:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular History Play: The Lives and After-life of
Christopher Marlowe can give you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have point
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more
than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have History Play: The Lives and
After-life of Christopher Marlowe.
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