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Why does Oklahoma have that panhandle? Did someone make a mistake?

We are so familiar with the map of the United States that our state borders seem as much a part of nature as
mountains and rivers. Even the oddities—the entire state of Maryland(!)—have become so engrained that our
map might as well be a giant jigsaw puzzle designed by Divine Providence. But that's where the real mystery
begins. Every edge of the familiar wooden jigsaw pieces of our childhood represents a revealing moment of
history and of, well, humans drawing lines in the sand.

How the States Got Their Shapes is the first book to tackle why our state lines are where they are. Here are
the stories behind the stories, right down to the tiny northward jog at the eastern end of Tennessee and the
teeny-tiny (and little known) parts of Delaware that are not attached to Delaware but to New Jersey.

How the States Got Their Shapes examines:

Why West Virginia has a finger creeping up the side of Pennsylvania●

Why Michigan has an upper peninsula that isn't attached to Michigan●

Why some Hawaiian islands are not Hawaii●

Why Texas and California are so outsized, especially when so many Midwestern states are nearly identical●

in size

Packed with fun oddities and trivia, this entertaining guide also reveals the major fault lines of American
history, from ideological intrigues and religious intolerance to major territorial acquisitions. Adding the fresh
lens of local geographic disputes, military skirmishes, and land grabs, Mark Stein shows how the seemingly
haphazard puzzle pieces of our nation fit together perfectly.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Meadows:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that e-book has different
type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this How the States Got Their Shapes.

Charles Valentine:

The reserve with title How the States Got Their Shapes contains a lot of information that you can understand
it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist
in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how
the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the internationalization.
You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Carolyn Bailey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this How the States Got Their Shapes
book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still uncertainty How the States Got Their Shapes as
good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book
by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking
at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Herman Pendergrass:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This How the States Got Their
Shapes is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have
much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You
can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy
this book.
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