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Nel 1913 Ambrose Bierce, scrittore e giornalista statunitense ormai settantenne, noto per un pessimismo
tanto radicale e beffardo da valergli il soprannome di Bitter, «l’amaro», scrisse agli amici parole d’addio,
entrò in Messico attraversando il Rio Grande e – si dice – si unì alle truppe rivoluzionarie di Pancho Villa,
per poi svanire nel nulla. Il mistero della sua scomparsa ha affascinato generazioni di scrittori, e il suo mito
rivive nell’abbagliante immaginazione di Carlos Fuentes. Una morte gloriosa, anche se per una causa in cui
non crede: a questo aspira Bierce, gringo vecchio e tormentato, montando una cavalla bianca sotto il sole
arrabbiato e il vento crudo del deserto di Chihuahua. Terre abbandonate, fangaie, saline, vecchie miniere.
Terre di indios non sottomessi, spagnoli rinnegati e disgraziati ladri di bestiame. Lo assillano i ricordi della
guerra civile – Nono Reggimento dei Volontari dell’Indiana –, e la frivola civiltà nordamericana continua a
solleticare il suo glaciale cinismo, già spinto al parossismo dalla tragica perdita di due figli. Meglio dunque
morire per mano d’altri che di vecchiaia o di suicidio. Meglio la rivoluzione. In Messico il gringo vecchio
entra in contatto con Tomás Arroyo, giovane generale di Villa, arrogante e passionale, e con Miss Harriet
Winslow, compatriota ingenua e testarda che si ostina a non abbandonare l’hacienda dove è stata chiamata
come insegnante, persino dopo la fuga dei proprietari. L’incontro fra queste figure – ognuna rinchiusa nella
propria storia individuale e nei confini mentali del proprio retroterra nazionale, mentre sullo sfondo
furoreggia la Storia – illumina l’epopea della rivoluzione messicana nella prospettiva del tragico e
paradossale impatto fra due culture inconciliabili, eppure così intimamente legate l’una all’altra. E al
dualismo Stati Uniti-Messico si affianca nel Gringo vecchio l’incessante contrasto universale fra realtà e
illusione, natura e civiltà, amore e odio, speranza e disperazione, che fa di questo romanzo una delle più alte
espressioni del simbolismo barocco e visionario di Fuentes, maestro riconosciuto della letteratura
latinoamericana.
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From reader reviews:

Micheal Taylor:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Il
Gringo Vecchio (La cultura) (Italian Edition), you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Gabrielle Ponds:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Il Gringo Vecchio (La cultura)
(Italian Edition), you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of
hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Dan Fry:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose
book like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Il Gringo
Vecchio (La cultura) (Italian Edition) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you are able to pick Il Gringo Vecchio (La cultura) (Italian Edition) become
your current starter.

Caitlin Cruz:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
named of book Il Gringo Vecchio (La cultura) (Italian Edition). Contain your knowledge by it. Without
leaving the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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