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The cultural Cold War in Latin America was waged as a war of values--artistic freedom versus
communitarianism, Western values versus national cultures, the autonomy of art versus a commitment to
liberation struggles--and at a time when the prestige of literature had never been higher. The projects of the
historic avant-garde were revitalized by an anti-capitalist ethos and envisaged as the opposite of the
republican state. The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City charts the conflicting universals of this period, the
clash between avant-garde and political vanguard. This was also a twilight of literature at the threshold of the
great cultural revolution of the seventies and eighties, a revolution to which the Cold War indirectly
contributed. In the eighties, civil war and military rule, together with the rapid development of mass culture
and communication empires, changed the political and cultural map.

A long-awaited work by an eminent Latin Americanist widely read throughout the world, this book will
prove indispensable to anyone hoping to understand Latin American literature and society. Jean Franco
guides the reader across minefields of cultural debate and histories of highly polarized struggle. Focusing on
literary texts by García Marquez, Vargas Llosa, Roa Bastos, and Juan Carlos Onetti, conducting us through
this contested history with the authority of an eyewitness, Franco gives us an engaging overview as involving
as it is moving.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Davis:

The book The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can being
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
looking at a book The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) to be
your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Decline and Fall
of the Lettered City (Convergences: Inventories of the Present). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this book?

Raymond Lee:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) the mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely will
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become one
application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to. The The Decline and Fall of
the Lettered City (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) giving you one more experience more than
blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let
us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Cheryl Grosvenor:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City
(Convergences: Inventories of the Present) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
hesitation The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City (Convergences: Inventories of the Present) as good book
not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book by its
deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying
sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Marylou Standley:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. The Decline and Fall of the Lettered City (Convergences: Inventories of the



Present) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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