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The Real Thing is the first official biography of Ian McTaggart Cowan (1910–2010), the “father of Canadian
ecology.” Authorized by his family and with the research support and participation of the University of
Victoria Libraries, Briony Penn provides an unprecedented and accessible window into the story of this
remarkable naturalist. From his formative years roaming the mountains around Vancouver looking for
venison to his last years finishing the voluminous and authoritative Birds of British Columbia, Cowan’s life
provides a unique perspective on a century of environmental change—with a critical message for the future.

As the head and founder of the first university-based wildlife department in Canada, Ian McTaggart Cowan
revolutionized the way North Americans understood the natural world, and students flocked into his
classrooms to hear his brilliant, entertaining lectures regarding the new science of ecology. His television
programs in the 1950s and ’60s, Fur and Feathers, The Web of Life and The Living Sea, made him a
household name around the world. He was also responsible for hiring a young David Suzuki, who followed
in his nature-show-host footsteps.

Illustrated throughout with colour and black-and-white photos from all aspects of Cowan’s life, The Real
Thing takes the reader on an adventurous and inspirational journey through the heart of North American
ecology, wilderness, landscape and wonder.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Boyer:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Real Thing: The Natural History of Ian McTaggart
Cowan can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Brian Paige:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time
to be study. The Real Thing: The Natural History of Ian McTaggart Cowan can be your answer as it can be
read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Raymond Crandall:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Real Thing: The Natural History
of Ian McTaggart Cowan can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have
issue that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of
a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't learn,
by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Real Thing:
The Natural History of Ian McTaggart Cowan.

Lila Costillo:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Real Thing: The Natural History of Ian
McTaggart Cowan was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Real Thing:
The Natural History of Ian McTaggart Cowan has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book
for yourself and try to like reading which.
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