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African Americans and Latinos earn lower grades and drop out of college more often than whites or Asians.
Y et thirty years after deliberate minority recruitment efforts began, we still don't know why. In The Shape of
the River, William Bowen and Derek Bok documented the benefits of affirmative action for minority
students, their communities, and the nation at large. But they also found that too many failed to achieve
academic success. In The Source of the River, Douglas Massey and his colleagues investigate the roots of
minority underperformance in selective colleges and universities. They explain how such factors as
neighborhood, family, peer group, and early schooling influence the academic performance of students from
differing racial and ethnic origins and differing social classes.

Drawing on amajor new source of data--the National Longitudinal Survey of Freshmen--the authors
undertake a comprehensive analysis of the diverse pathways by which whites, African Americans, Latinos,
and Asians enter American higher education. Theirsis the first study to document the different
characteristics that students bring to campus and to trace out the influence of these differences on later
academic performance. They show that black and Latino students do not enter college disadvantaged by a
lack of self-esteem. In fact, overconfidence is more common than low self-confidence among some minority
students. Despite this, minority students are adversely affected by racist stereotypes of intellectual inferiority.
Although academic preparation is the strongest predictor of college performance, shortfallsin academic
preparation are themselves largely a matter of socioeconomic disadvantage and racial segregation.

Presenting important new findings, The Source of the River documents the ongoing power of race to shape
the life chances of America's young people, even among the most talented and able.
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From reader reviews:
Jesse Williams:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for awhileisreading. Yes,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific The Source of the River:
The Sacial Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities book as nice and daily
reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Micheal Taylor:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people lovesto go through a book. When you read a
book you can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has alot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, aswell as soon. The The
Source of the River: The Socia Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities will
give you new experience in looking at a book.

Byron Angle:

Beside that The Source of the River: The Socia Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and
Universitiesin your phone, it can give you away to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The Source of the River: The
Socia Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from currently!

Alma Brady:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many query for the book? But amost any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and The Source of the River: The Social
Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities or maybe others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel wish to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those ebooks are hel ping them to bring



their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes The Source of the River: The
Social Origins of Freshmen at America's Selective Colleges and Universities to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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