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Alternative religious groups have had a profound influence on American history-they have challenged the
old and opened up new ways of thinking about healing, modes of meaning, religious texts and liturgies, the
social and political order, and the relationships between religion and race, class, gender, and region. Virtually
always, the dramatic, dynamic history of alternative religions runs parallel to that of dissent in America.
Communities of Dissent is an evenhanded and marvelously lively history of New Religious Movements in
America. Stephen J. Stein describes the evolution and structure of alternative religious movements from both
sides: the critics and the religious dissenters themselves. Providing a fascinating look at a wide range of New
Religious Movements, he investigates obscure groups such as the 19th-century Vermont Pilgrims, who wore
bearskins and refused to bathe or cut their hair, alongside better-known alternative believers, including
colonial America's largest outsider faith, the Quakers; 17th- and 18th-century Mennonites, Amish, and
Shakers; and the Christian Scientists, Jehovah's Witnesses, Black Muslims, and Scientologists of today.
Accessible and comprehensive, Communities of Dissent also covers the milestones in the history of
alternative American religions, from the infamous Salem witch trials and mass suicide/murder at Jonestown
to the positive ways in which alternative religions have affected racial relations, the empowerment of
women, and American culture in general.
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From reader reviews:

Emma Englund:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Alternative American Religions (Religion
in American Life) will make you to be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
anything. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It is far from make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

David Gehrke:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need do that.
You must know how great and important the book Alternative American Religions (Religion in American
Life). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Yvette Barstow:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Alternative
American Religions (Religion in American Life) suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Alternative American Religions (Religion in American Life)is
the one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book
will give you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in
this book.

Daniel Carter:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Alternative American Religions
(Religion in American Life) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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