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During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Americans were fascinated with fraud. P. T. Barnum
artfully exploited the American yen for deception, and even Mark Twain championed it, arguing that lying
was virtuous insofar as it provided the glue for all interpersonal intercourse. But deception was not used
solely to delight, and many fell prey to the schemes of con men and the wiles of spirit mediums. As a result,
a number of experimental psychologists set themselves the task of identifying and eliminating the illusions
engendered by modern, commercial life. By the 1920s, however, many of these same psychologists had
come to depend on deliberate misdirection and deceitful stimuli to support their own experiments.

 

The Science of Deception explores this paradox, weaving together the story of deception in American
commercial culture with its growing use in the discipline of psychology. Michael Pettit reveals how
deception came to be something that psychologists not only studied but also employed to establish their
authority. They developed a host of tools—the lie detector, psychotherapy, an array of personality tests, and
more—for making deception more transparent in the courts and elsewhere. Pettit’s study illuminates the
intimate connections between the scientific discipline and the marketplace during a crucial period in the
development of market culture. With its broad research and engaging tales of treachery, The Science of
Deception will appeal to scholars and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Dora Gourley:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book The Science of Deception: Psychology and Commerce
in America. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important any book The Science of Deception: Psychology and Commerce in America. You can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or perhaps searching by
internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Emily Higginbotham:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Science of Deception: Psychology and
Commerce in America, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

Elmer Dooley:

The Science of Deception: Psychology and Commerce in America can be one of your beginning books that
are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing The
Science of Deception: Psychology and Commerce in America although doesn't forget the main point, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great
information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial contemplating.

Jimmy Hostetter:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list is usually The Science of Deception: Psychology and Commerce in America. This
book that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
way up and review this book you can get many advantages.
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