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Defoe's prefatory comments to "An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions" (1727) indicate a split
between ignorant belief and profane disbelief in spirits in the long eighteenth century, but also establish for
the reader the author's intention of reconciling the religious with the supernatural through an argument based
in 'solid Foundation'. In this text, Defoe utilizes three criteria - reason, religion, and rhetoric - both to prove
the existence of apparitions and to educate his reader in how to distinguish real spirits from tricks of the
imagination, folk tales from true accounts of visitations. He draws upon colloquial, historical, and Biblical
examples in his demonstrations, and in attempting a reasoned defense of the existence of apparitions,
engages the Enlightenment rationality and rhetoric of Thomas Hobbes and Joseph Glanville. Recognized as a
statement of Defoe's rational and religious philosophies, "An Essay on the History and Reality of
Apparitions" is also regarded by some critics as an important antecedent to the spiritualism of the Gothic
novel. Among the valuable secondary tools included in this edition are critical headnotes that contextualize
Defoe's Essay within Biblical Christianity, Puritanism, occult thought, and other spiritual themes of the
period. The headnotes also analyze Defoe's wider views on Catholicism, dreams, paganism, and witchcraft,
and assess the Essay through consideration of literary topics including humor, rhetoric, and narrative style.
Scholars familiar with Defoe's supposed use of pseudonym will find the attributive history of the Essay
useful, and the "Bibliography of Works Consulted Before 1731" provides a list of contemporary resources
invaluable to any reader studying the Essay, "Defoe's Political History of the Devil" (also published by AMS
Press), and other spiritual and philosophical literature of the period. This carefully prepared volume
conforms to the highest standards of textual and editorial scholarship and returns a scarcely available title to
readers in a definitive edition, essential to any research collection of Defoe's works.
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From reader reviews:

Agnes Henson:

The book An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition
(AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book An Essay on the History and
Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition (AMS Studies in the Eighteenth
Century) being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a reserve An
Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition (AMS Studies
in the Eighteenth Century). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or others.
So , how do you think about this publication?

Curtis Locke:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The
Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition (AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century), you can enjoy both. It is
good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout
fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Melvin Groth:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke
Newington Daniel Defoe Edition (AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century) why because the excellent cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is
actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up
this book.

Alice Concannon:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but novel and An Essay on the History and Reality of
Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition (AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century) or others



sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books
are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book
likes An Essay on the History and Reality of Apparitions - The Stoke Newington Daniel Defoe Edition
(AMS Studies in the Eighteenth Century) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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