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Encouraged by the medicinal success of quinine, early 19th century scientists hoped strychnine, another
plant alkaloid with remarkable properties, might also become a new weapon against disease. Physicians tried
for over a century, despite growing evidence to the contrary, to treat everything from paralysis to
constipation with it. But strychnine proved only to be disappointingly deadly-relegating its fate almost
entirely to animal control, the dangerous adulteration of foods, and criminal exploits.

The NOTORIOUS and TRUE story of how a POISONOUS alkaloid...

Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine presents a scholarly and compelling history of this
fascinating chemical substance from its discovery to present times. A renowned editor for the Dictionary of
Natural Products, Dr. John Buckingham fuses his eclectic interests into an extraordinary mix of original
research spanning the realms of history, medicine, literature, chemistry, and forensics.

...Changed the course of HISTORY!

Uncovering details and logistics from the earliest experiments performed in an era when proper scientific
trials for testing new drugs were still in their infancy, the author explores strychnine's trial-and-error
contributions to scientific, medical, and forensic developments. He also investigates historical milestones and
the perception of strychnine in popular culture-including criminal notoriety, accidental misuse, and new
claims of strychnine's benefits that extend through to the present day.

Juxtaposing the real trials, mistrials, and persistent curiosity associated with one of history's most notorious
pharmaceutical failures, Bitter Nemesis offers rare insight into the anarchic, yet inspired landscape, practices,
and legacy of 19th century science.
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From reader reviews:

Pearl McLean:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a move,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Bitter Nemesis: The
Intimate History of Strychnine? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you
have additional opinion?

John Charlie:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that question above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate
History of Strychnine. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Kelly Brooks:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get wide range
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely of
course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you have
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
actually Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of Strychnine.

Tim Andrus:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Bitter Nemesis: The Intimate History of
Strychnine, you could enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
known as reading friends.
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