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Twenty-five years after the end of the Cold War, a new Cold War is being waged in our societies. During the
Cold War a theoretical model of man was developed by economists and the military, an egotistical being
interested only in his own benefit and in duping his opponents to achieve his ends: a modern homo
oeconomicus. After his career in the Cold War ended, he was not scrapped but adapted to the needs of the
twenty-first century. He became the ringmaster of a new era of information capitalism. He sought to read,
control and influence thoughts; to predict, price and eliminate risks. Today stock-market trading is guided by
him. He uses computer algorithms and Big Data to build up detailed pictures of our preferences and then
suggest and sell goods to us. The model has become a self-fulfilling prophecy. We are no longer the masters
of our own fate. The Game of Life runs without us.

Schirrmacher traces the progress of this extreme rationalization of social life from the Cold War games of the
1950s Rand Corporation to the stock-market trading techniques that brought about the financial crash of
2008, showing how these developments were interwoven with the rise of game theory, rational choice theory
and neoliberal economics. The state and politics increasingly submitted themselves to the logic of
computerized game theory and an economistic view of the world, evading real decision-making in the
process. In this brave new world individuals, alone in front of their computers, may think they are
constructing a reality of their own choosing, but in fact they are being manipulated all along by others who
are setting the rules of the game.

This international bestseller by one of Germany?s most distinguished journalists is a powerful indictment of
a way of thinking that has become pervasive and threatens to undermine not only parliaments and
constitutions but also the sovereignty of the individual to be the person he or she wants to be.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Exum:

This Ego: The Game of Life book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your
hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
This Ego: The Game of Life without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Ego: The Game of Life can bring when you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Ego: The Game of Life having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Bethany Hall:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Ego: The Game of Life can be great book to read. May be it can
be best activity to you.

Elizabeth Frizzell:

Ego: The Game of Life can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will
put every word into delight arrangement in writing Ego: The Game of Life although doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.

Chester Brown:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list
of books in the top checklist in your reading list will be Ego: The Game of Life. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and review
this guide you can get many advantages.
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