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In Guarding Cultural Memory, Flora González Mandri examines the vibrant and uniquely illuminating post-
Revolutionary creative endeavors of Afro-Cuban women. Taking on the question of how African diaspora
cultures practice remembrance, she reveals the ways in which these artists restage the confrontations between
modernity and tradition.

González Mandri considers the work of the poet and cultural critic Nancy Morejón, the poet Excilia Saldaña,
the filmmaker Gloria Rolando, and the artists María Magdalena Campos-Pons and Belkis Ayón. In their
cultural representations these women conflate the artistic, the historical, and the personal to produce a
transformative image of the black woman as a forger of Cuban culture. They achieve this in several ways: by
redefining autobiography as a creative expression for the convergence of the domestic and the national; by
countering the eroticized image of the mulatta in favor of a mythical conception of the female body as a site
for the engraving of cultural and national conflicts and resolutions; and by valorizing certain aesthetic and
religious traditions in relation to a postmodern artistic sensibility

Placing these artists in their historical context, González Mandri shows how their accomplishments were
consistently silenced in official Cuban history and culture and explores the strategies through which
culturally censored memories survived?and continue to survive?in a Caribbean country purported to have
integrated its Hispanic and African peoples and heritages into a Cuban identity. The picture that finally
emerges is one not only of exceptional artistic achievement but also of successful redefinitions of concepts of
race, gender, and nation in the face of almost insurmountable cultural odds.
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From reader reviews:

Arlen Bullock:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Guarding Cultural Memory: Afro-Cuban Women
in Literature and the Arts (New World Studies). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Providing we know about how is important a book Guarding Cultural Memory: Afro-Cuban Women in
Literature and the Arts (New World Studies). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called
e-book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's study.

Cathy Spearman:

The event that you get from Guarding Cultural Memory: Afro-Cuban Women in Literature and the Arts
(New World Studies) may be the more deep you searching the information that hide in the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Guarding Cultural
Memory: Afro-Cuban Women in Literature and the Arts (New World Studies) giving you excitement feeling
of reading. The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood through anyone who read
it because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We propose you for having this Guarding Cultural Memory: Afro-Cuban Women in
Literature and the Arts (New World Studies) instantly.

Geraldine Carlson:

The book Guarding Cultural Memory: Afro-Cuban Women in Literature and the Arts (New World Studies)
will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Guarding Cultural
Memory: Afro-Cuban Women in Literature and the Arts (New World Studies) is much recommended to you
to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Pearl Minjares:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Guarding Cultural Memory: Afro-Cuban
Women in Literature and the Arts (New World Studies) publication written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then
you still skepticism Guarding Cultural Memory: Afro-Cuban Women in Literature and the Arts (New World
Studies) as good book not merely by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh



come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth
sense.
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