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When Jack Ward Thomas was named chief of the U.S. Forest Service in 1993, only twelve men had ever
known the staggering responsibility, political pressure—and extraordinary opportunities to influence the
future of America’s natural resources—that came with the job. Theodore Roosevelt had created the agency
in 1905, appointing Gifford Pinchot as its first chief. Now Thomas would shoulder the load once borne by
two icons of the conservation movement. Forks in the Trail is a collection of stories about the experiences
that shaped the values, knowledge, skills, and decisions of a field biologist who came from a hardscrabble
Texas farm and eventually rose to the pinnacles of natural resource leadership in Washington, D.C. Thomas
arrived at his new post with a unique set of perspectives and experiences. His formal education and decades
of forest, range, and wildlife research had prepared him academically. His rural upbringing and passions for
nature, hunting, and sustainable use of natural resources had prepared him pragmatically. But it was basic
moxie that ultimately equipped Thomas to confront the most controversial conservation topics of the day,
from protecting old-growth timber and spotted owl habitat to the deaths of fourteen wildland firefighters in
1994. Thomas’s life is the story of how conservation and natural resources management happened in
America during the second half of the twentieth century. But more than just old war stories, timelines, and
reiterations of his curriculum vitae, Forks in the Trail offers intensely personal reflections of life lessons—of
the “foibles, fears, mistakes, adventures, misadventures, successes, failures, and comedies of errors and
ego”—learned along the way to a full, remarkable career. “During my life,” Thomas writes, “I had many
adventures, good and bad; achieved beyond my wildest dreams; and, to my lasting chagrin, too often fell
short. In the process I learned much; lost often but won some too; suffered the ‘slings and arrows of
outrageous fortune’; helped foment some troublesome quandaries; and helped in the resolution of others.”
With tales well told, Forks in the Trail reveals a distinctive life and an illustrious career.
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From reader reviews:

Bernice Hicks:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Forks in the Trail: A Conservationist's Trek to the Pinnacles of Natural Resource Leadership your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one type
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get just before. The Forks in the Trail: A Conservationist's
Trek to the Pinnacles of Natural Resource Leadership giving you another experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us show you the
relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning
a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Steven Kilgore:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time to be
study. Forks in the Trail: A Conservationist's Trek to the Pinnacles of Natural Resource Leadership can be
your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short spare time problems.

Bonnie Parker:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in
e-book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Forks in the Trail: A Conservationist's Trek to the
Pinnacles of Natural Resource Leadership can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this
one book you have issue that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should
have Forks in the Trail: A Conservationist's Trek to the Pinnacles of Natural Resource Leadership.

Daryl Sanders:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Forks in the Trail: A Conservationist's Trek to the Pinnacles of Natural
Resource Leadership can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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