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The Ayatollah Khomeini was the most radical Muslim leader of this age. In transforming himself from a
traditional Muslim theologian into the charismatic Iranian ruler who took on the world, Khomeini launched
an Islamic revival movement that, with the collapse of communism, quickly evolved for some as the centre-
piece in the pantheon of western demonology, and for others as the inspiration for spiritual and political
rebirth. Whether viewed as a hero by his supporters or as a villain by his enemies, Khomeini was
undoubtedly one of the seminal figures of the twentieth century, whose influence will extend some way into
the new millennium.

Baqer Moin here explores how and why this frail octogenarian, dressed in the traditional robes of a Muslim
cleric, overthrew the secular Shah of Iran and became the spiritual leader of a new and militant Islamic
regime. Still an enigma in the West, Khomeini transformed the Middle East and the world. But where did the
man come from? What was his childhood and family background? What lay behind his implacable
opposition to the Shah? What role did the turbulent events in Iran during his youth play in shaping
Khomeini's political perceptions? What changed him from an obscure traditional theologian with mystical
and poetic inclinations into a combative and highly vengeful radical? How will his vision of an international
community of Muslims, a kind of Islamic Internationale, affect the Middle East?

Drawing on many exclusive personal interviews with Khomeini's associates, on unpublished new materials
and on the author's firsthand experience in Islamic seminaries, this biography provides a fascinating, well-
documented and highly accessible analysis of the life and thought of one of the most controversial leaders of
the late twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Minerva Gagliano:

The book Khomeini: Life of the Ayatollah make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Khomeini: Life of the Ayatollah
being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read a guide
Khomeini: Life of the Ayatollah. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
other folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Fannie Garcia:

The book Khomeini: Life of the Ayatollah has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book
you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes
some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you will get the point easily
after reading this book.

Tom Johnson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Khomeini: Life of the Ayatollah reserve
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only
for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism Khomeini: Life of the Ayatollah as good
book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its
include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Douglas Johnson:

Is it anyone who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Khomeini: Life of the Ayatollah can be the reply,
oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in
this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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