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On August 15, 1914, the Panama Canal officially opened for business, forever changing the face of global
trade and military power, aswell asthe role of the United States on the world stage. The Canal's creation is
often seen as an example of U.S. triumphalism, but Noel Maurer and Carlos Y u reveal a more complex story.
Examining the Canal's influence on Panama, the United States, and the world, The Big Ditch deftly
chronicles the economic and political history of the Canal, from Spain's earliest proposals in 1529 through
the final handover of the Canal to Panama on December 31, 1999, to the present day.

The authors show that the Canal produced great economic dividends for the first quarter-century following
its opening, despite massive cost overruns and delays. Relying on geographical advantage and military
might, the United States captured most of these benefits. By the 1970s, however, when the Carter
administration negotiated the eventual turnover of the Canal back to Panama, the strategic and economic
value of the Canal had disappeared. And yet, contrary to skeptics who believed it wasimpossible for a
fledgling nation plagued by corruption to manage the Canal, when the Panamanians finally had control, they
switched the Canal from a public utility to afor-profit corporation, ultimately running it better than their
northern patrons.

A remarkable tale, The Big Ditch offers vital lessons about the impact of large-scale infrastructure projects,
American overseas interventions on ingtitutional development, and the ability of governmentsto run
companies effectively.
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From reader reviews:
Larry Hudgens:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The Big Ditch: How America Took, Built, Ran, and Ultimately
Gave Away the Panama Canal book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyabl e studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer regarding The Big Ditch: How America Took, Built, Ran, and Ultimately
Gave Away the Panama Canal content conveys thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different asit. So , do you nonetheless thinking
The Big Ditch: How America Took, Built, Ran, and Ultimately Gave Away the Panama Canal is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Jeremy Jones:

This The Big Ditch: How America Took, Built, Ran, and Ultimately Gave Away the Panama Canal tend to
be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Big Ditch:
How America Took, Built, Ran, and Ultimately Gave Away the Panama Canal can be one of many great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it al
over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Big
Ditch: How America Took, Built, Ran, and Ultimately Gave Away the Panama Canal forcing you to have an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day exercise. S0, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Dédlla Francis:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyonein thisworld can share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage about something
that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their proficiency in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this The Big Ditch:
How America Took, Built, Ran, and Ultimately Gave Away the Panama Canal.

Dennis Car son:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right



you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Big Ditch:

How America Took, Built, Ran, and Ultimately Gave Away the Panama Canal which is getting the e-book
version. So, try out this book? Let's find.
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