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From one of Britain’s most respected and acclaimed art historians, art critic of The Guardian—the
galvanizing story of a sixteenth-century clash of titans, the two greatest minds of the Renaissance, working
side by side in the same room in a fierce competition: the master Leonardo da Vinci, commissioned by the
Florentine Republic to paint a narrative fresco depicting a famous military victory on awall of the newly
built Great Council Hall in the Palazzo Vecchio, and his implacable young rival, the thirty-year-old
Michelangelo.

We see Leonardo, having just completed The Last Supper, and being celebrated by all of Florence for his
miraculous portrait of the wife of atextile manufacturer. That painting—the Mona Lisa—being called the
most lifelike anyone had ever seen yet, more divine than human, was captivating the entire Florentine
Republic.

And Michelangel o, completing a commissioned statue of David, the first col ossus of the Renaissance, the
archetype hero for the Republic epitomizing the triumph of the weak over the strong, helping to reshape the
public identity of the city of Florence and conquer its heart.

In The Lost Battles, published in England to great acclaim (“ Superb” —The Observer; “Beguilingly
written”—The Guardian), Jonathan Jones brilliantly sets the scene of the time—the politics; the world of art
and artisans; and the shifting, agitated cultural landscape.

We see Florence, a city freed from the oppressive reach of the Medicis, lurching from one crisis to another,
trying to protect its liberty in an Italy descending into chaos, with the new head of the Republic in search of a
metaphor that will make clear the glory that is Florence, and seeing in the commissioned paintings the
expression of hisvision.

Jones reconstructs the paintings that L eonardo and Michelangelo undertook—L eonardo’ s Battle of Anghiari,
anightmare seen in the eyes of the warrior (it became the first modern depiction of the disenchantment of
war) and Michelangel o’ s Battle of Cascina, acall to arms and the first great transfiguration of the erotic into
art. Jones writes about the competition; how it unfolded and became the defining moment in the
transformation of “craftsman” to “artist”; why the Florentine government began to fall out of love with one
artist in favor of the other; and how—and why—in a competition that had no formal prize to clearly resolve
the outcome, the battle became one for the hearts and minds of the Florentine Republic, with Michelangelo
setting out to prove that hiswork, not Leonardo’s, embodied the future of art. Finally, we see how the result
of the competition went on to shape a generation of narrative paintings, beginning with those of Raphael.

A riveting exploration into one of history’s most resonant exchanges of ideas, arich, fascinating book that
gives us awhole new understanding of an age and those at its center.
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From reader reviews:
Bobby Blade:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The Lost
Battles: Leonardo, Michelangelo, and the Artistic Duel That Defined the Renaissance? Maybe it is to be best
activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can
wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Mary Andrade:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if
you want really feel happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typicaly the
The Lost Battles: Leonardo, Michelangelo, and the Artistic Duel That Defined the Renaissanceis kind of e-
book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Bella Singer:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It al right you
can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Lost Battles: Leonardo,
Michelangelo, and the Artistic Duel That Defined the Renaissance which is having the e-book version. So,
why not try out this book? Let's view.

Michael Mitchdl:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the very best
book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It isidentified as of book
The Lost Battles: Leonardo, Michelangelo, and the Artistic Duel That Defined the Renaissance. You'll be
ableto your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It ismost crucial that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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