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The first comprehensive history of principals in the United States.

The Principal’s Office is the first historical examination of one of the most important figures in American
education. Originating as a head teacher in the nineteenth century and evolving into the role of contemporary
educational leader, the school principal has played a central part in the development of American public
education. A local leader who not only manages the daily needs of the school but also represents district and
state officials, the school principal is the connecting hinge between classroom practice and educational
policy. Kate Rousmaniere explores the cultural, economic, and political pressures that have impacted school
leadership over time and considers professionalization, the experiences of women and people of color, and
progressive community initiatives. She discusses the intersections between the role of the school principal
with larger movements for civil rights, parental and community activism, and education reform. The school
principal emerges as a dynamic character in the center of the educational enterprise, ever maneuvering
between multiple constituencies, responding to technical and bureaucratic demands, and enacting different
leadership strategies. By focusing on the historic development of school leadership, this book provides
insights into the possibilities of school improvement for contemporary school leaders and reformers.

“Examining the history of ubiquitous objects is always a fascinating endeavor. The history of how principals
became universal fixtures in public schools over the past two centuries is no less captivating … This
excellent work would be very useful for both a graduate or undergraduate class on the history of American
education, an education class on the culture of public schools, as well as any general survey course on
American social movements. It represents the best kind of work in education and history.” — American
Studies

Kate Rousmaniere is Professor of Educational Leadership at Miami University of Ohio. She is the author of
several books, including Citizen Teacher: The Life and Leadership of Margaret Haley, also published by
SUNY Press.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Gatling:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A e-book The Principal's Office: A Social
History of the American School Principal will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think that open or reading any book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you in search of best book
or acceptable book with you?

Kevin White:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Principal's Office: A Social
History of the American School Principal book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Willie Batres:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
even their experience. Not only situation that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them
is this The Principal's Office: A Social History of the American School Principal.

Sherry Francis:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a book. The book The Principal's Office: A Social History of the American
School Principal it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy often the e-



book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
provides high quality.
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