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Believe Your Ears is the memoir of composer Kirke Mechem, whose unorthodox path to music provides a
fascinating narrative. He wrote songs and played music by ear as a newspaper reporter, a touring tennis
player, and a Stanford creative-writing major before studying composition and conducting at Harvard. He
describes his residencies in San Francisco, Vienna, London, and Russia, and gives detailed attention to his
choral music, operas, and symphonies.

He writes that “the twentieth century gave us much brilliant music” but shows how atonality came to
dominate the post-war period. His lyric style belongs to no particular “school,” avoiding the trends, –isms,
experiments, fads, and lunacies of the period. He encourages younger composers who are trying to bring
back beauty, passion, and humor—even entertainment—to classical music. He asks music lovers to believe
their own ears, not the lectures of “experts.”

Believe Your Ears is addressed to all who love classical music. Along the way, readers will meet Dimitri
Shostakovich, Wallace Stegner, Billie Jean King, the Grateful Dead, Richard Rodgers, Benjamin Britten, Bill
Tilden, and Aaron Copland—a who’s who in Mechem’s storied career.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Baumgardner:

The book Believe Your Ears: Life of a Lyric Composer can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a
book Believe Your Ears: Life of a Lyric Composer? Several of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each
other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Believe Your Ears: Life of a Lyric Composer has simple shape
but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available and read
a publication. So it is very wonderful.

William Rocha:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Believe Your Ears: Life of a Lyric Composer
is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and
wish in this era.

Jose Batey:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
kind of aren't like that. This Believe Your Ears: Life of a Lyric Composer book is readable by means of you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable looking at
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer
connected with Believe Your Ears: Life of a Lyric Composer content conveys the thought easily to
understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Believe Your Ears: Life of a Lyric Composer is not
loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Casey Russell:

Beside this particular Believe Your Ears: Life of a Lyric Composer in your phone, it might give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have Believe Your Ears: Life of a Lyric Composer because this book offers to your account
readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that
wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from
now!
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