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Despite a shared interest in using borders to explore the paradoxes of state-making and national histories,
historians of the U.S.-Canada border region and those focused on the U.S.-Mexico borderlands have
generally worked in isolation from one another. A timely and important addition to borderlands history,
Bridging National Borders in North America initiates a conversation between scholars of the continent’s
northern and southern borderlands. The historians in this collection examine borderlands events and
phenomena from the mid-nineteenth century through the mid-twentieth. Some consider the U.S.-Canada
border, others concentrate on the U.S.-Mexico border, and still others take both regions into account.

The contributors engage topics such as how mixed-race groups living on the peripheries of national societies
dealt with the creation of borders in the nineteenth century, how medical inspections and public-health
knowledge came to be used to differentiate among bodies, and how practices designed to channel livestock
and prevent cattle smuggling became the model for regulating the movement of narcotics and undocumented
people. They explore the ways that U.S. immigration authorities mediated between the desires for unimpeded
boundary-crossings for day laborers, tourists, casual visitors, and businessmen, and the restrictions imposed
by measures such as the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and the 1924 Immigration Act. Turning to the realm
of culture, they analyze the history of tourist travel to Mexico from the United States and depictions of the
borderlands in early-twentieth-century Hollywood movies. The concluding essay suggests that historians
have obscured non-national forms of territoriality and community that preceded the creation of national
borders and sometimes persisted afterwards. This collection signals new directions for continental dialogue
about issues such as state-building, national expansion, territoriality, and migration.

Contributors: Dominique Brégent-Heald, Catherine Cocks, Andrea Geiger, Miguel Ángel González Quiroga,
Andrew R. Graybill, Michel Hogue, Benjamin H. Johnson, S. Deborah Kang, Carolyn Podruchny, Bethel
Saler, Jennifer Seltz, Rachel St. John, Lissa Wadewitz

Published in cooperation with the William P. Clements Center for Southwest Studies, Southern Methodist
University.
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From reader reviews:

Ernie Swisher:

The book Bridging National Borders in North America: Transnational and Comparative Histories (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Bridging National
Borders in North America: Transnational and Comparative Histories (American Encounters/Global
Interactions)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Bridging National Borders in North America: Transnational and Comparative Histories (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Linda Gaitan:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for people. The book Bridging National Borders in North America: Transnational and
Comparative Histories (American Encounters/Global Interactions) has been making you to know about other
know-how and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve
Bridging National Borders in North America: Transnational and Comparative Histories (American
Encounters/Global Interactions) is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Bridging National Borders in North America: Transnational and
Comparative Histories (American Encounters/Global Interactions). You never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Stanley Hanson:

The e-book with title Bridging National Borders in North America: Transnational and Comparative Histories
(American Encounters/Global Interactions) has lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot
of profit after read this book. This book exist new understanding the information that exist in this guide
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book on the smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Leroy Barker:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Bridging National Borders in North
America: Transnational and Comparative Histories (American Encounters/Global Interactions) can be the



answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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