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During the first half of the twentieth century, epidemics of polio caused fear and panic, killing some who
contracted the disease, leaving others with varying degrees of paralysis. The defeat of polio became a symbol
of modern technology's ability to reduce human suffering. But while the story of polio may have seemed to
end on April 12, 1956, when the Salk vaccine was declared a success, millions of people worldwide are polio
survivors.

In this dazzling memoir, Anne Finger interweaves her personal experience with polio with a social and
cultural history of the disease. Anne contracted polio as avery young child, just afew months before the
Salk vaccine became widely available. After six months of hospitalization, she returned to her family's home
in upstate New Y ork, using braces and crutches. In her memoir, she writes about the physical expansiveness
of her childhood, about medical attemptsto "fix" her body, about family violence, job discrimination, and a
life rich with political activism, writing, and motherhood.

She al'so writes an autobiography of the disease, describing how it came to widespread public attention
during a 1916 epidemic in New Y ork in which immigrants, especially Italian immigrants, were scapegoated
as being the vectors of the disease. She relates the key roles that Franklin Roosevelt played in constructing
polio as a disease that could be overcome with hard work, as well as histies to the nascent March of Dimes,
the prototype of the modern charity. Along the way, we meet the formidable Sister Kenny, the Australian
nurse who claimed to have found arevolutionary treatment for polio and who was one of the most admired
women in America at mid-century; a group of polio survivors who formed the League of the Physically
Handicapped to agitate for an end to disability discrimination in Depression-erarelief projects; and the
founders of the early disability-rights movement, many of them polio survivors who, having been raised to
overcome obstacles and triumph over their disabilities, confronted aworld filled with barriers and
impediments that no amount of hard work could overcome.

Anne Finger writes with the candor and the skill of a novelist, and shows not only how polio shaped her life,
but how it shaped American cultural experience aswell.

¥ Download Elegy for aDisease: A Persona and Cultural Histo ...pdf

@ Read Online Elegy for a Disease: A Persona and Cultura His ...pdf



http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00EX02RZO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00EX02RZO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00EX02RZO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00EX02RZO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00EX02RZO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00EX02RZO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00EX02RZO
http://toolbook.site/go/read.php?id=B00EX02RZO

Download and Read Free Online Elegy for a Disease: A Personal and Cultural History of Polio Anne
Finger

From reader reviews:

Carmine Adams;

This Elegy for aDisease: A Personal and Cultural History of Polio book isnot really ordinary book, you
have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book will be information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read alot of information
you will get. Thiskind of Elegy for a Disease: A Persona and Cultural History of Polio without we realize
teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't ways be worry Elegy
for aDisease: A Personal and Cultural History of Polio can bring whenever you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Elegy for a Disease: A Personal and Cultural History of Polio having fine arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

James Bardsley:

The book untitled Elegy for a Disease: A Persona and Cultural History of Polio contain alot of information
on that. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The
author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Ariane Swanson:

In this particular erawhich isthe greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple way to have that. What you must do
isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience alook at some books. One of many
booksin the top record in your reading list is Elegy for a Disease: A Personal and Cultural History of Polio.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Patrice L ach:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that question
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or aslooking at become their hobby. Y ou have to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou find good news or update about something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is Elegy for a Disease: A Personal and
Cultural History of Palio.
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