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struggling with a recession . . . European nations at risk of defaulting on their loans . . . A possible global
financial crisis. It happened before, in the 1970s.

Oil Kings is the story of how oil came to dominate U.S. domestic and international affairs. As Richard Nixon
fought off Watergate inquiries in 1973, the U.S. economy reacted to an oil shortage initiated by Arab nations
in retaliation for American support of Israel in the Arab- Israeli war. The price of oil skyrocketed, causing
serious inflation. One man the U.S. could rely on in the Middle East was the Shah of Iran, a loyal ally whose
grand ambitions had made him a leading customer for American weapons. Iran sold the U.S. oil; the U.S.
sold Iran missiles and fighter jets. But the Shah’s economy depended almost entirely on oil, and the U.S.
economy could not tolerate annual double-digit increases in the price of this essential commodity. European
economies were hit even harder by the soaring oil prices, and several NATO allies were at risk of default on
their debt.

In 1976, with the U.S. economy in peril, President Gerald Ford, locked in a tight election race, decided he
had to find a country that would sell oil to the U.S. more cheaply and break the OPEC monopoly, which the
Shah refused to do. On the advice of Treasury Secretary William Simon and against the advice of Secretary
of State Henry Kissinger, Ford made a deal to sell advanced weaponry to the Saudis in exchange for a
modest price hike on oil.

Ford lost the election, but the deal had lasting consequences. The Shah’s economy was destabilized, and
disaffected elements in Iran mobilized to overthrow him. The U.S. had embarked on a long relationship with
the autocratic Saudi kingdom that continues to this day.

Andrew Scott Cooper draws on newly declassified documents and interviews with some key figures of the
time to show how Nixon, Ford, Kissinger, the CIA, and the State and Treasury departments—as well as the
Shah and the Saudi royal family— maneuvered to control events in the Middle East. He details the secret
U.S.-Saudi plan to circumvent OPEC that destabilized the Shah. He reveals how close the U.S. came to
sending troops into the Persian Gulf to break the Arab oil embargo. The Oil Kings provides solid evidence
that U.S. officials ignored warning signs of a potential hostage crisis in Iran. It discloses that U.S. officials
offered to sell nuclear power and nuclear fuel to the Shah. And it shows how the Ford Administration barely
averted a European debt crisis that could have triggered a financial catastrophe in the U.S. Brilliantly
reported and filled with astonishing details about some of the key figures of the time, The Oil Kings is the
history of an era that we thought we knew, an era whose momentous reverberations still influence events at
home and abroad today.
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From reader reviews:

Alejandro Jones:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The Oil Kings: How the U.S., Iran, and Saudi Arabia Changed the
Balance of Power in the Middle East. Try to face the book The Oil Kings: How the U.S., Iran, and Saudi
Arabia Changed the Balance of Power in the Middle East as your good friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know everything by the
book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Nathan Weaver:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Oil Kings:
How the U.S., Iran, and Saudi Arabia Changed the Balance of Power in the Middle East suitable to you?
Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Oil Kings: How the
U.S., Iran, and Saudi Arabia Changed the Balance of Power in the Middle Eastis the main of several books
this everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world with this book.

Jessica Bowman:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book The Oil Kings: How the U.S., Iran, and Saudi Arabia
Changed the Balance of Power in the Middle East was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As
we know that book The Oil Kings: How the U.S., Iran, and Saudi Arabia Changed the Balance of Power in
the Middle East has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
that.

Joseph Johnson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. So you know that little
person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very important
and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims The Oil Kings:
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