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G. W. F. Hegel's "highway of despair," introduced in his Phenomenology of Spirit, refers to the tortured path
traveled by "natural consciousness' on its way to freedom. Despair is the passionate residue of Hegelian
critique. Through an eclectic cast of thinkers, Robyn Marasco considers the dynamism of despair as a critical
passion, reckoning with the forms of historical life forged along Hegel's highway. Despair, for Marasco, also
indicates fugitive opportunities for freedom and preserves the principle of hope against al hope.

The Highway of Despair follows Theodor Adorno, Georges Bataille, and Frantz Fanon as they each read,
resist, and reconfigure a strand of thought in Hegel's Phenomenology of Spirit. Confronting the twentieth-
century collapse of a certain revolutionary dialectic, these thinkers struggled to revalue critical philosophy
and recast Left Hegelianism within the contexts of genocidal racism, world war, and colonial domination.
Each intellectual also re-centered the role of passion in critique. Arguing against more recent trendsin
critical theory that promise an escape from despair, Marasco shows how passion frustrates the resol utions of
reason and faith. Embracing the extremism of what Marx, in the spirit of Hegel, called the "ruthless critique
of everything existing,” she affirms the contemporary purchase of radical critical theory, resultingin a
militant and passionate approach to political thought.
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From reader reviews:
Angela Gagne:

Baook iswritten, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a book. Book has
adifferent type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A e-book The Highway of Despair: Critical Theory After
Hegel (New Directionsin Critical Theory) will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some
sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or suited book with you?

Dora Bair:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for people. The book The Highway of Despair: Critical
Theory After Hegel (New Directionsin Critical Theory) had been making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve The
Highway of Despair: Critical Theory After Hegel (New Directionsin Critical Theory) isnot only giving you
more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. Y ou can spend your own
personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the book The Highway of
Degpair: Critical Theory After Hegel (New Directionsin Critical Theory). Y ou never sense lose out for
everything if you read some books.

Rita Merritt:

Now aday individuals who Living in the erawhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Highway of Despair:
Critical Theory After Hegel (New Directions in Critical Theory) book as this book offers you rich
information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt
init you may already know.

Donna Canales:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou will
see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to your
account is The Highway of Despair: Critical Theory After Hegel (New Directionsin Critical Theory) this
reserve consist alot of the information of the condition of this world now. This particular book was



represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer useto explain it is easy to
understand. The particular writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That is why this book suited
al of you.
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